Masko D. Origin, Genesis and the Current State of Legal Protection of Mineral Resources
The article reviews various issues related to the origin, genesis and the current state of rational use and preservation of mineral resources in Ukraine. The author of the article studies the origins, genesis and the current state of protection of natural resources in Ukraine, as well as the evolution of legislation relevant to the issues outlined above. 

In the context of this article, the author interprets the terms “origins”, “genesis” and “current state”. Based on historical and legal method, as well as on the relationship between man (society) and nature, the legal framework of protection of natural resources in the 18th – 19th centuries, late 19th century and early 20th century, as well as in the period after 1991 is given.
In addition, the article specifies natural resources extraction of which has been regulated by laws related to criminal and legal protection of the natural world. These particularly include ore, precious stones, rock salt, fossil fuels (oil, natural gas), metals (gold, copper, osmium, palladium, platinum, radium, ruthenium, silver, etc.), sand and gravel materials, raw materials for the manufacture.

Also, it has been investigated how the nature of punishment varied in different time periods for crimes related to violation of safety rules or use of mineral resources considering the value of natural resources and their rarity; monetary assessment; damage to adjacent resources; the size of the cost of mineral resources; harm caused to the environment, etc.
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